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WRONG EXAMPLES OF CONVERSION
By E. R. HARPER

PLUS AND MINUS
LOS

ANGELES,

CALIFORNIA

. As ,~e go. to press we are notified that station KABC in Los Angeles,
of any kind
Cahforma, will not be carrying any religious broadcasts
~fter December l, 1957. Every effort is being made to replace this outlet
m the Los Angeles area and any assistance that members of the church
elders or preachers are able to give toward making the program avail'.
a ble there again will certainly be appreciated.
TALLAHASSEE,

FLORIDA

.

Word has also been re ce ived that afte r December 7, station WTNT
Tall~h~ssee will be no longer affiliated with the ABC network. We
~1ve this mform a tion that those in the coverage of this station will be
mformed as to why the program may not be heard as heretofore. It may
be that before the date mentioned arrangements
will have been made for
some other station.
1~

TOLEDO,

OHIO

Station WSPD in Toledo has been ordered, and we are standing by
for word as to whether or not the station will accept the Herald of
Truth . program. Audition tapes have been sent out and a favorable
reply 1s expected at any time.
SAN

ANTONIO,

TEXAS

.
Station KMAC in San Antonio is again airing the Herald of Truth
m the San Antonio area. This is a powerful station that together with
station WBAP in Fort Worth covers the state of Texas almost completely. At the rate interest is being aroused in the program, we expect to
be back on a ll stations that were dropped before too long.
OKLAHOMA

CITY,

OKLAHOMA

. This is another city in which we need to be back. This would furmsh a most desirable link in national coverage. The . station needed is
KTOK a nd the cost is $54.00 per week .

~adio

Sermon

No. 301

November

3, 1957

In the kind providence of our Lord it is a happy privilege again to
bring to you another lesson from the Word of the Lord, the greatest
book the world 'has ever had. In this series of lessons on the "World's
Most Popular Thief," which lesson I shaJl dose today on the subject
of "Wrong Examples of Conversion," I have discussed with you the need
to understand
the "Proper Division of the . Bible"; I have pointed out
that the Bible is divided into two divisions, the Old Testament and the
or laws had
New Testament
(John 1: 17); that these two testaments
two lawgivers . Moses gave the first, Christ the second (James 4: 12;
Gal. 6: 2). I pointed out that the first was to last until Christ should come
and set in force His law or His testament;
hence the Old Testament
or the Law of Moses was done away, nailed to the cross, as Paul says in
Col. 2: 14; Heb. 10: 9,10. I further read from your Bible where these two
testaments
had two diff erent kinds of blood. The first, that of Moses,
had the blood of animals, Heb. 10:4; the second, that of Christ, He!:>.
9: 17, had the precious blood of Christ, Matt . 26: 28 and I John 1: 7. I
further read to you where the first, that given by Moses, was given only
to the Jews, Deut. 5: 3-5, while the second, that given by Christ, was to
all the world , to every nation, Mark 16: 15 and Matt. 28: 18-20; that the
first was given because of transgression
and was to serve as a schoolmaster to bring the Jews unto Christ a t which time it was to be done
away and the testament
of Christ was to become effective, Galatians,
chapter 3.
It was here we reached the conclusion that the "thief on the Cross"
could not be used as an example of salvation for us today because the
thief lived and died , under the wrong testament.
He . lived during the
lifetime of one given by Moses, which was taken out of the way by the
cross of Christ. We are under the testament
of Christ and could no
more go back to the . testament given by Moses than could the thief have
been under ours since he was de a d before the "new testament" was ever
in force. This is why I have selected to discuss with you today the subje ct
"Wrong Examples of Conversion ."

Wrong Examples
When I was a boy back in Faulkner County, Arkansas, I can remember as though it were yesterday, the examples given to us trying to show
us how to be saved. I want to discuss some of those examples with you
today as kindly as I know how, for in the passing of sixty years those
boyhood days and friends are still very near and dear to me , I . do not
mean ever to hurt my friends nor do I mean to be unkind to you , my
listening audience, who may differ with me on some of these things.
Page 3
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Matthew
8: 1-3
Now these examples and pass a ges I shall study with you today are
mistakenly used for one purpose and one only - that is to convince people that they do not have to obey the Great Commission as given by our
Lord, Christ Jesus. In His Great Commission that was to "all the world "
and to "every creature in the world" is found the command to be "baptized." T.his command is a ttacked on every hand a nd millions are being
told they do not have to submit to the Lord in obeying His command
to be baptized . Now to get around the Gr eat Commission of our Lord ,
which commission is to every creature in all the world (Mark 16 : 15). the
following are some of the examples and scriptures given. Get your Bibles
and follow with us closely .

In Matthew, chapter 8, verses 5-13, is the story of the centurion
Whose servant was sick of palsy. The centurion came to the Lord and
requested that the Lord heal him. Jesus said to him, "I will come and
heal him." The centurion said , "I am not worthy th a t thou shouldest
come under my roof: but spe ak the word only , and my servant shall b e
healed ." The Lord said of his faith, "I ha ve not found so great faith;
no , not in Israel." Now Jesus said unto him , "Go thy way; and as thou
h a s believed , so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed irt
the selfsame hour." Here it is a rgued the servant was blessed by faith;
that baptism wa sn 't mentioned , hence we can be blessed, saved by faith
without and before baptism. This was used as an ex a mple of salvation
by faith only without baptism.
Matthew

9:1-8

In Matthew, chapter 9, verses 1-8, is the account of the palsied mart
be ing healed. It reads, "And, behold, they brought to him a man sick
of the palsy, lying on a bed : and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the
sick of the palsy : Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee .''
Again it is argued that here is an ex a mple for us today showing how
we are saved by faith only before and without baptism. It is suggested
that the only thing mentioned here is faith, and since baptism is not
inenti6ned · it is an example of "salvation by faith without baptism.'' Many
a re the sermons I have heard delivered across the years using thi.s as a
text from which to call sinners to the sa lvation of .their souls. Without
studying the truth on such examples you can very readily see how people
could become confused by such a statement. I shall show you the fallac y
in these examples and passages at the conclusion of having given You
One or two more .
Mark 5:25-34
In Mark 5, verses 25 to 34, is one of the great texts of all time to
stir the hearts of people to believe they are saved by faith only without
baptism. Here is the story of the woman with an "issue of blood." She
had been .sick for twelve years. She "had spent all she had" and was
no better but "rather grew worse ." She he~1,rd Christ was there. She
made her way to Him and said "if I mas, touch but his clothes, I shall be
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whole ." She pressed her way to Christ ; she tou c hed His clothes; virtue ,
that is Strength went from His body to hers and sh e was healed. Th e
Lord asked, "Who touched me ?" She "c a me and fell down before him ,
and told him all the truth. " Christ simply said to her, "Daughter, thy
faith hath made thee whole; go in l)€ace , and be whole of thy pl a gue ."
How I can he a r those sermons of ye st e r-years d eliver e d in power and
in tears , begging sinners to come to the alt ar a nd the Lord would save
them just by "faith only .'' All you have to do is just believe and you
shall be made whole , born again like this poor helpless dying wom a n.
Here again they argued: This woman was made whol e by faith only
without baptism, for baptism wasn't even mentioned . The conclusion was
that since baptism was not mentioned, only faith, that we are saved
today without having to obey the Great Commission of the Lord which
commission was given years after these examples. Well, a man could
take this and move an audience to accept this theory if he did not und erstand the "proper division of the Bibl e" and had not studied the
weakness of arguments.
Luke 23:1-56
The last example that is usually given when all the above have been
taken away is the "Thief on the Cross. " As we ha ve already stated they
argue that he was saved on the cross by faith in Christ without baptism .
for say they: "He couldn't have been baptized . He was on the cross. Of
course he only died on the cross; he lived all his life on the earth." But
again the argument is made: "He was saved without baptism because
baptism is not mentioned."
Let us keep that one statement
in mind.
These are given for one reason only: To conv ince people they do not
have to obey the Lord's own commands in the Great Commission ;, here
He commanded baptism of every creature in all the world , Mark 16 : 15,
16. The Lord's commands in Matthew 28: 18-20 and Mark 16: 15,16 and
Acts 2 : 38 must be gotten around somehow or church es of Christ are
preaching the truth for we a re teaching men to obey their Lord as He
speaks in His Great Commission to a ll na tions in all the world and
to every creature. Hard to beat, this! Let us now look into thes e illustrations to see just what is wrong with the line of arguments or reasoning used by them . Now the fallacy of one will be the fallacy of all. (1)
It is true th a t in Matt. 8; Matt . 9 and Mark 5 the blessings are based
upon faith . In the first two, the faith was not on the p art of those receiving the blessing . The centurion believed and because of his faith his
servant was healed. In Matt. 9 it says "seeing th eir faith ," the faith of
those bringing the sick of pa lsy to Christ , the Lord said "thy sins be
forgiven thee." Hence if these are examples of salvation by faith for
us today it would have to be the faith of the other party or parties. This
we all r~ject! (2) In the second place, while baptism is not mentioned ,
neither is loving the Lord, repentance , nor confessing Christ mentioned.
Now if these three are examples of salvation for us today by faith without baptism because baptism is not mentioned, then they are likewise
examples of conversion
or salvation for us today withou t lovin g the
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Lord; without repentance ; and without confessing the Lord, for neither
are they mentioned. No w that whi ch pr oves too much proves absolutely
nothing . Are we r eady to declare man can be s aved by faith without lovi11g the Lord, just be ca u se it is not mentioned in thes e places? Or with out repentance
just because it isn 't mentioned? If the argument holds
true, that .it is conver sion by faith without and before baptism, because
bµptism is not mentioned, then it has to be conv er sion without these
others for neither are the y mention ed. As I said before, the only reason
these are used is a n effort to find some way out of ob .Eying
,
the Great Commission of Christ in .which He commands baptism twice and that to
"all the world" a nd "ev er y creature" in a ll the world. No person actually believes today in salvation by faith only, .for that would eliminate
loving the Lord, w.ould eliminate repentance, would eliminate confessing
the Lord without which no m a n can be saved, Matt. 22: 37; Luke 13: 3
and Matt. 10: 32. Salvation by faith only is a doctrine unheard of in
your Bible . James in James 2: 24 says, It is "not by faith only." If salvation is predicated on faith but is not "faith only" then we must under ,
stand that to teach it is by fa ith only is a plain contradiction
of God's
word. ( 3) A third thing to understand here is: Not one of these asked
for salvation or conv ersion . Each was sick with a physical malady. In
the illustration
of the wom a n di seased for twelve years th i.s was not
"the new birth" for the Lord said, "be whol e of thy plague." Men make
statements
that confuse the mind ~ which stat e ments a re noth ing more
than human opinions . But this one thing I would have you rememb er.
If the centurion's
servant ; if the palsied man ; if the woman ,si ck fGr
twelve years; if the wom a n a t the well (John 4) a re examples of conversion without baptism , be ca use bapti sm is not mention ed, then they
a re also examples of conv ersion , of sa lvation without loving the Lord;
without repentanc e ; a nd without confessing the Lord , for n either of
these is mentioned in a sin gle e xam ple giv en. ( 4) The fourth thin g I
would suggest wrong with these as examples of conver sion for us today
is : They are under the law of Moses , th ey are before the n ew test a ment
became effective
they h a ppened "under the blood of a nim als" that
could never tak~ aw ay sins , th ey took pl a ce before the test a m ent of
Christ was in force (Heb. 9 : 15-19). They were not at th a t time under
the blood of Christ, they had never heard of t he Gr eat Commission at
that time. Therefore , they couldn't have obey ed the commands given
to us. They were under the wrong test a ment, und er that "n a il ed to the
cross and taken out of the way." The Great Commission wa .sn' ,t even
given back during these examples . My friends , th ese a bove statement s
are as certainly true a s God is true!
Thief

on the Cross

Now the . .same is true of the thief on the cross. He di ed und er the
wrong testament,
during the wrong blood , that of animals, and before
the Great Commission was ever given . He never he a rd the Great Commission at any time durin g his life on the ea r th nor his de a th on th e

WRONC. EXAMPLES

OF! CONVERSION

cross. How could he have submitted
given during his lifetime?
Why
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to that which had not even been

the Difference?

In closing I want to ask you these questions: Why give Matt. 8 instead of Acts 2 : 38 as an example of conversion? Why give Matt., chapter 9,. instead of Acts, chapter 8? Why give Mark 5 instead of Acts
9: 1-18 or Acts 22: 16? Why give the woman at the well, John 4: 1-26, instead of Acts 19: 1-10? Or the thief on the cross, Luke, chapter 23, instead
of the Great Commission of Matt. 28 : 18-20; Mark 16: 15,16? There is
but one reason for this: In Matt., chapters 8 and 9; in Mark 5: 25-34, faith
is mentioned with no reference to baptism and the world is trying to
find a way around this command of the Lord . The same is true with the
thief on the cross. No mention is here made of baptism. But in Acts
2 : 38 we read, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." This says, "every one of you"! In
Acts , chapter 8, the Samaritans
and the eunuch were all baptized; in
Acts 8: 1-18 and Acts 22: 16 is the conversion of Saul and he was bap·
tized to have his sins washed away. In Acts 19: 1-10 these had to give up
the baptism of John the Baptist and be baptized with the baptism of
Jesus Christ. Twelve men, the record .said, wEl'e among the number. When,
therefore, you come to the examples this side of the cross of Christ,
under the New Testament, under the blood of Christ, every one of them
had to be baptized, without exception . If we must have someone without
baptism, we have to come before the death of Christ under the blood of
bulls and goats, for under the blood of Christ and His testament , every
one was commanded to be baptized.

'1·

t

Now why use the thief on the cross instead of Mark 16:15,16? For
this reason: Mark 16: 16 says "he that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved" and Matthew 28: 18-20 commands all nations to be baptized in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. But the
thief was dead days before Chri.st ever gave this Great Commission.
'rhe thief couldn't obey it when he was dead long b efore it was given. But
we are under the Great Commission and twice in it we are commanded
to be baptized with the promise of salvation for all who believe and
are baptized. To get around the Great Commission of our Lord to every
creature , we run to the thief. But remember Matt. 8 and 9; Mark 5; John
4 and Luke 23, the thief, were all under the wrong testament,
under
the wrong blood, under that which was done away. But Acts 2:38, Acts,
c hapters 8, 9 and 22 and Acis 19 were all under the testament of Christ,
under the blood of Christ, and under the testament that is in force today
to all the world . This is what the world is going to have to · understand if
the world is ever brought to Christ. You can't go back to the thief on
the cross for an example of salvation or conversion because he died under the wrong testament , under the wrong blood. He was never under
the Great Commission of Matt. 28 a nd Mark 16. If you were in court and
had a lawyer trying to defend you and he did not know under which

THE 0.0LDEN

Page 8

TEXT

THE

constitution
they were trying you or under whi ch you lived and if he
went back to one that had been done away , had been taken out of the
way instead of the one you lived under , what would you do with him?

0

THE GOLDENTEXT--JOHN3:16
Radio Sermon

No. 302

l.
November

10, 1957

Thank you Phil! Many years ago while in college in Jallkson, Ten•
tlessee , a friend of mine and myself were discussing the plan of salva•
tion . He and I differed as to the conditions of salvation. We were both
Our discussion was centered around John
students in this university.
3: 16, the "Golden Text of out Bible,'' as it is usually referred to by the
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world. He thought it taught salvation by faith only . I disagreed with
him and the discussion began . He argued that all a man had to do to be
saved was mentioned in this verse . It re a ds as follows , "For God so
loved the world , that he gave his only begotten Son , that whosoever b 2lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. ;' Soon aft&r
I started preaching, I went back to my home town and conducted a
meeting. Fifty-four people were baptized in this little town and out of
this grew a friendly discussion between me and one of my boyhood
friends. Great crowds came and we all had a nice time studying our
Bibles. The plan of salvation, John 3 : 16, came up for its part in the
debate. My friend argued as did the man mentioned above , that we are
saved by "faith before and without baptism"; saved by faith alone and
John 3: 16 was given as one of the outstanding
passages to support this
contention. Again it was argued that all a man had to do was found in
John 3: 16. In Memphis, Tennessee, I was conducting a tent meeting and
I was dealing with the question that involved the converting of an infidel and in this discu.ssion I made this statement:
"I do not believe that
any man actually believes a man is saved by faith only.'' I had my
back turned to a part of my audience due to my using a blackboard for
illustrations . Finally when I looked about me there was standing a man
who was a local pastor of one of the denominations
of the city. I asked
him what he wanted and he replied, "I believe that man is · saved by
faith only, the very moment he believes." I suggestd that he be seated
and at the close of the service I would give him an opportunity to present his thinking along this line. He came a t the close and began his
discussion and his first Scripture was John 3: 16 where the only thing
mentioned, on man's part, was belief.

Say, would you , it makes no difference under which constitution
he was trying to defend you, or would you try to get one Who knew?
Now your soul is much more important than your life here. Why not
come to those who know under which testament we live today, and who
are able to tell you the difference? Why not come to those who know
which examples are for us today and which are not? Under the New
Testament,
sealed by the blood of Christ , is the c6mmand to be baptized. The Lord gave it, not man. He said in Heb. 5: 8,9 in speaking of
Christ, "Though he were a Son , yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; and being made perfect he became the author of
eternal salvation to all them that obey him ." Again the Lord said in
Matt. 7:21, "Not every one that saith Lord, Lord shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven but he that doeth the will · of my Father which is irt
heaven ." Baptism is in that new will my good friends. It is up to us
how to submit to Christ and His will' which became effective after the
death of the thief in which is found the Great Commission, or just go
on defying that will, trying to follow the thief ou the cross instead of
your Master, Christ Jesus our Lord. "Wrong Examples of Conversion' '
most certainly if before the cross of Christ! We must come this side of
His death for the correct examples of conversion today and we shall
have to abide by them . The first of these conversions is ·in Acts 2 where
3,000 were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ "for remission of sins.''
They were said to be "saved" and "added to the church" by the Lord,
verse 47. Only those baptized were called believers , verse 44. This we
beg you to do tod ay and be just what they were. Come under the tes•
tament of Christ instead of Moses; under the precious blood of Christ
instead of the blood of bulls and goats . Be just a Christian . May the
Lord bless you is our prayer in Hi.s blessed name. I shall discuss with
you next time the "Golden Text" of our Bible, John 3: 16. Tell your
friends to be listening and write for these lessons on the "Thief on the
Cross" just delivered.
·

By E. R. HARPER

GOLDEN

Let me ask you now this question , What would you say about this
question? Are you on first thought ready to say , Brother Harper, these
men are right; the only thing man has to do to be saved is believe, for
that is all that is mentioned in John 3 :16? Now what would you think
of me were I to say to you what I said to each of these good men , that
you do not believe faith is all that is required of man to be saved? Well .
that is just what I am going to say again: No man , I believe, really be lieves we are saved by faith only. I believe if you will get your Bibles
and follow me, or write for our lessons being delivered In this series,
that I can convince you that no man can believe this theory. This is a
theory we can argue, but no man who believes in the New Testament as
God's will to man can actually believe that man is saved by faith only.
The reason for all this is very simple: We are confused as to what it
means to "believe in the Lord."

A Bible Debate
W,ould it seem strange to you were I to suggest that this is not a
new discussion of salvation by faith only? If I were to say to you that
there occurred a debate on this in the first century of the church's history and that it was settled by an inspired man , and that this speech
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made by him is recorded, what would you have to say about it? Suppos e
I were to read to you from his speech where this theory was condemned-what
would you think of it then? If -ycu have your Bibles turn
with me to James the second chapter beginning with verse 14. Here
James introduces
this discussion
with this question, "What doth it
profit , my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works'!
can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked , and destitute
of
daily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart In peace, be ye warmed
and filled; notwithstanding
ye give them not those things which are
needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith , and
I have works; shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew the e
my faith by my works . Thou believest there is one God; thou doest w ell:
the devils also believe , and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man,
that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified
by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Se€St thou
how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect"!
And the Scripture wa.s fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and
it was Imputed unto him for righteousness:
and he was called the
Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and
not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by
works, when she had received the messengers,
and had .sent them out
another way? For as the body without the spirit is deaq , so faith with out works Is dead also ."
was
In this discussion James opposed those who taught justification
by faith only. Said he , "Shew me your faith without your works and I
will shew you my faith by my works." This chapter should be enoue:h to
show to us, It seems to me, that man is not justified by faith only, for it
just plainly says, "not by faith only" (verse 24). I can't see how it could
be plainer than this. There are two kinds of faith mentioned here; one
a perfect faith; the other a dead faith. Now this dead faith is what
James called "faith alone" in verse 17. Our question now is, Can a dead
faith which James says is faith only, justify us or save us? or does it
take a perfect faith to bring about our justification
before God? James
says it takes a perfect faith!
Since man is justified by faith, but not by faith only, it then behooves us to find out what it takes to constitute
a perfect faith . Ther e
is no argument
over man's being saved by faith in Christ; the argument is over its being by faith only when the Bible declares in just so
many word ,s, it is not by faith only. Here because James was teaching
them their faith had to obey God before they were justified, they were
accusing him of teaching justification
or salvation by works while they
claimed to teach salvation
or justification
by faith only . This ls the
identical situation in our times . Because we teach that man's faith must
obey the Lord before man can be saved , we are accused of teaching
salvation by works and not · by faith . Others claim they are teaching
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by faith because they claim the moment you believe, that moment you
are saved with no further acts of obedienc e. It is the s ame discussion,
word for word , as today . Our position is identical with that of James;
word for word his position! We do not believe a dead faith, which is
faith alone (Verse 17) can bring .salvation or justification.
We believe
it is brought by an obedient faith, a faith m a de perfect in doing what
the Lord has commanded us to do that we may be saved (Romans 1: 5).
'The question now is, Who is right? Who is teaching
the truth?
Is
James right in declaring it is "not by faith only" or were those right
who opposed him in teaching that you are saved by faith only or faith
a lone? Both theories could not be right!
John 3:16
Now let us study John 3: 16 of our lesson today. It is argued, as I
suggested, that this passage teaches salvation by faith only, before and
without baptism because faith or belief is the only thing mentioned in
this verse. I believe thi.s verse. I do not believe it contradicts
that of
James 2: 24. The Lord is the author of John 3: 16 and His Spirit guided
James to write James 2: 14-26. 'They cannot contradict
each other for
then you would have Christ divided. I would like to pose this question
just here regarding
the faith of John 3: 16. I would appreciate hearing
from all you who are preachers in my listenin g audience regarding this
question. I am anxious to have your reaction to it. I believe if is very
vital and fundamental.
I wish you would analyze it honestly and point
out to me wherein lies the fallacy of my argument. I have presented
it
a number of times and so far no explanation
has been given showing it
to be wrong from the standpoint
of logic . The question is, What kind
of faith is the faith of John 3: 16? Is it an exclusive faith or an inclusive
faith? By this I mean, Does it exclude everything not mentioned in this
verse, from the plan of salvation, or does this verse include anything
not specifically mentioned? That I may ge t this point clearly before you,
let me now return to the three illustrations
given in the beginning of
my lesson of the three men with whom I talked. I asked them if ev er ything man has to do to be saved is mentioned in John 3: 16. At first they
said , yes. Then I asked each of them to write down John 3: 16 and after
it write everything mentioned in this verse for man to do and they did
and there only appeared "believe." They looked at this and I asked them
if that was all man had to do? What would you say in answer to this
question? Would you sign a statement that everything man has to do to be
saved is found in John 3: 16? Now would you? I pressed these questions:
noes man have to repent of his sins to be saved? Does man h a ve to
confess his Lord to be saved or can man be saved denying Him? I al.so
asked if man could be saved without loving the Lord? Without godly
sorrow that produces repentance?
What would you say to these qu e slions? The answer came back of course like you would finally give it:
No, man can't be saved without loving the Lord; without godly sorrow;
without repentance;
without confessing
his Lord. Then I asked this
question that I ask you today- Where in John 3: 16 do you find the eom-
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mand to do all these other things? They are not mentioned in John 3: 16.
The ans:wer came back from ontl of them: "You find them in other passages of the Bible"; another one just walked away and would give no
answer; the third sat down without answerin g. Now you can s 3e what
I mean by an exclusive faith or an inclusive faith. The faith of John
3: 16 is not an exclusive faith. It does not exclude everything
from the
plan of salvation not specifically mentioned in the verse! It is an inclusive faith; as James would call it , a perfect faith, that which includes
everything essential to man's salvation. Here is where our trouble comes!
We take one passage and place upon it a meaning that makes it contradict every other known truth in the Bible.
In the discussion I had on this subject in which the answer was
given that "We find these oth er commands in other passages," which
answer was exactly correct, I then asked, "By what laws of logic can
man place the ' command to repent (Acts 17:30); the command to confess
his Lord (Matt . 10: 32); the command to love the Lord (Matt. 22:37);
and the requirement
of godly sorrow (I Cor. 7:10) , neither of which is
mentioned in John 3: 16, and then forbid that I should put in this faith
of John 3: 16 the Great Commission of my Lord whi ch commission came
right from His blessed lips to all the world and to every creature in the
world?" Now I as k my aud ien ce the same question, Why are others allowed to fill the faith of John 3: 16 with every command they feel to be
essential, though not mentioned in J ohn 3: 16, yet de~y m<> the right to
include the words of our Master, which words were to all the world;
to every nation; and to every creature in every nation in all the world?
If you may add others things to this verse, then so may I. I told you in
the beginning that I did not believe any man really believed salvation
by faith only for this would ex clude godly .sorrow, repentance , loving the
Lord , confessing Him, for not one of the se is m entioned in John 3: 16. I
belie v e all these commands have to be obeyed though they are not men•
tioned in John 3: 16. Do you?
The faith of John 3:16 has to reach the final stage of a perfect faith ;
it has to be an inclusive faith, a faith th at includes all the things neces•
sary for salvation. But the reason for such a theory is one thing only:
The world, much of it, has decided that baptism as given in the Great
Coin mission of Matt. 28: 18-20 and Mark 16 : 15,16 must be eliminated
from the plan of salv ati on ; that the world does not have to obey the
co mmands of Him to whom all power in hea ve n and in earth has been
given. To do this, everywhere
there is a verse in the New Testament
found where nothing is mentioned but faith, the conclusion is at once
. reached that we are saved by faith only and that before and without
bap ti sm because baptism is not mentioned in that verse. But that ge ~s
us into trouble again for the simple fact that in not one of these pas•
sages given on faith is found the command t o repent, to confess the
Lord, nor to love the Lord. If it is salvation by faith without baptism
be ca u se baptis m is not m en tioned, then it is likewise salvation without
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rep entance; without confessing
not one of these is mentioned.

the Lord ; without
Acts

{

loving

our Lord, for

16:31

Acts 16: 31 is used to prove that man is saved by faith alone with ou t
baptism, for Paul said to them "believe on the Lord J esus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved, and thy house. " Again in Acts 10: 43 is found a
passage used to prove the same thing. It reads, "To him give "an the
prophets witness , that through his name whosoever
believeth in him
shall receive remission of .sins." One more that I would like to call at·
tention .to here , there are many more , but this is Rom. 5 : 1. Here it
reads, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peac e with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ." Now these are all used to establish the fact that
man does not have to submit to the commands of our Lord in the Gr eat
Commission of Matt. 28 : 18-20 and Mark 16: 16 where Christ commanded
baptism both times and that to all the world and to every creature in all
the world. The passages just given above on faith are supposed to set
aside man's obligations to the Lord's commands in His world-wide commission given to every creature.
Now In each of these passages , as in John 3 : 16, the golden text of
our Bible, nothing is mentioned
but faith. Do thes e pas sages exclude
every command of the Lord not specifically
mentioned ; or are they
passages that must include all thing-s essential to man 's salvation? I have
never seen a man yet in all my life that would sign his name to the
statement
that "I believe all the commands essential for man's salvation are expressly mentioned in these verses and all commands
not
mentioned in these verses on faith are excluded from man's obedience in
being saved:." This would free him from having to repent of his sins
for repentance
is not remotely mention ed ., Yes , I unhesit at ingly say, I
do not believe there lives a man who actually b elieves the theory of
salvation by faith only . I do not believe there lives a man who believes
that these verses given on faith teach that all man has to do is just
what is mentioned in these verses . The faith of these verses is that
perfect faith spoken of by James , not the dead faith, the faith alone that
he was opposing.
All Baptized

There is one thing for us to remember:
Every one of these examples
given on faith, where they were saved, every one was b ap tiz ed . Now who
is the saved believer of your Bible? It is always the man whose faith has
obeyed the Lord. There is no €Xception to this. No man is ever said to
be a saved believer before his faith has submitted to his Master. This
has to be right!
Conclusion

As I ,conclude this lesson I shall now show you that .the statement I
have just made is true . Turn with me to Acts the second chapter. In
this chapter they were "pricked in their he a rts" (verse 37). They asked
what to do (verse 37) . Peter told them to "repent, and be b aptized every
(Continu ed on pa ge 16)
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one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (verse 38). Verse 41 says ,
"And they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls." Vers e 42
says, "And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers ." Why did they do all this.
these three thousand souls in verse 41? Who were those three thousand
souls of verse 41? They were those who had repented and been baptized
in verse 38. This can't be denied. Now listen to an unanswerable
argument as to who is a saved believer. In verse 44 it says, "And all that
believed were together, and had all things in common ." Who is this
"all" of verse 44? It is the same "all" of verse 42; the same "all " of
verse 41; the same group that repented and were baptized for r emission
of their sins (verse 38). Here, only those baptized for remission of sins
were numbered among the saved believers. It is always so! The faith
that save.s is the faith that obeys. Yes, churches of Christ stand with
James, in James chapter two that it is by faith all _right, but not by
faith only. It is by a perfect faith; by an all inclusive faith , that includes
everything the Lord has commanded us to do . He said, "he that b elieveth and is baptized shall be saved." Will you not do that today? May the
Lord bless and keep you is my prayer in His blessed name.

WHO TEACHES SALVATION .BY FAITH IN CHRIST?
By E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

No. 303

November

17, 1957

Thanks and greetings, friends. To all of you who are so kind to
assist us in making this great work possible, let me express to you my
personal appreciation
as well as expressing to you the thanks of the
entire church here at Highland in Abilene, Texas . Without your love for
the souls of men and your kindness in this great feilowship, it would not
be possible. Eternity alone will reveal the good our laboring together in
this great e~ort has accomplished.
Millions hearing the gospel; many
thousands surrendering
their hearts to the Lord; God's children coming home that have strayed away; and congregations
of the church of
the Lord established, as well as many others strengthened
and encouraged to do greater things for our Lord and His cause. It is wonderful
to be a part of such a gre at fellowship of Christian .s, working together
to rescue poor lost and perishing souls from an eternal banishment from
the presence of the Lorq and the glory of His power. The great reward
which I so anxiously await is to . see and meet in that land beyond
the many thousands you and I and the other speaker .s on this program
have brought to Christ, as they sit with Him and with us in that eternal
home made ready by our Savior for the redeemed of this earth. By all of
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us, as God's family, laboring together as Paul said in I Cor. 3: 9, we shall
do our best to carry out the Lord's command in Mark 16: 15, Matt. 28: 1820 and Luke 24: 46-49, to carry the gospel to every creature in all the
world.
All Believe

This

And now, my friend .s, in the discussion of our subject today it shall
be my purpose to bring to our hearts the true meaning of "salvation bY
faith in Christ." Now we all believe-those
who believe in Christ as
the Savior of the world-that
man is saved by "faith in Christ." To accuse any man of not believing this is to falsely accuse him. No church
denies the above truth for the Bible declares, "we walk by faith and not
by sight" (II Cor. 5 : 7). Chricst said in John 8: 24, "if ye believe not that
I am he, ye shall die in your sins." In Romans 3: 25 Paul declares, "Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness
for the remission of sins that are past, through
the forbearance of God; to declare, I say , at this time his righteousness:
that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."
Christ declared in no uncertain terms in John 3: 36, "He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting
life." He just as firmly declar-ed in this
same verse that "he that believeth not the Son shall not see life." Let us
get that last statement:
"He that believeth not the Son shall not see
life ." Now for man to declare that salvation is not "by faith in Christ"
but is by his own merits; by his own works , apart from faith; or by any
other process than by "faith in Christ," would be to denounce even the
Lord himself."
My reasoning
for discussing these issues on "sa lv ation by faith"
should be apparent to all who are informed in the field of reli gious controversy. As I pointed out in a former lesson, we are accused of teach"
by works" while others claim to teach "salvation
by
ing "salvation
faith." It is not a matter of which of us teach es "s a lvation by faith ." We
all claim to do just that. The issue is , Who are saved by faith in Christ'!
When is a man "saved by faith in Christ"? and "How is he saved by
faith in Christ"? Since salvation is predicated upon my personal faith in
a personal Savior, and since James says it is "not by faith only" then
there must be some explanation as to how faith saves! Here is the real
issue: How does faith save? In a book of sermons and lectures that
t had published some years ago, which incidentally are all gone, I _disc ussed a statement that is frequently made like this, "We are saved by
faith-minus
nothing; plus nothing." My friends, it is not enough just
to tell people they are .saved by faith; just believe on the Lord. We must
'tell them what it is to be saved by faith in Christ and how we are saved
by faith in Christ . I am sure that no one really believes we are saved
by faith alone-minus
nothing; plus nothing-for
this would eliminate
godly sorrow-loving
the Lord-repentance
and every other request or
the Lord. It is argued: If a man has to do anything else other than beiieve, if anything l:i.M to come after we believe, then it i.s not by faith
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in Christ; it is by our own works; that we do not depend upon Christ;
we depend upon our own merits. Here is the key to much of our reli ·
gious confusion. This question one time understood
and much of our
. confusion would be eliminated.
Does my repenting of my sins , as commanded by the Lord in Luke
13: 3 make salvation not of faith? Does my confessing my Lord as com ·
manded in Matt. 10 :32 make my salvation by works and not of faith'!
Does my loving the Lord as commanded of me in Matthew 22: 37 make
my salvation not of faith but of merit? Certainly not and yet all these
foilow faith; they are fruits of faith, they grow out of and are the result of faith which elements have to be present in the faith that brings
salvation. Just a.s these elements have to be present, so does the Great
Commission have to be present in this faith that saves (Mark 16 : 16).
Eliminate the Lord's Great Commission from the faith that saves and you
destroy Christianity
for the Great Commission given by our Lord becomes our world-wide marching orders to take the world for Christ. But
in it we are commanded to "be baptized in the name of the Father, and
of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit"; with the promise that "he that be ·
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved." Now the faith that saves has to
be a faith that includes having surrendered
to the Lord's world wide
marching orders! Dare any of us to eliminate this world-wide commission
of our Lord from His plan of saving the world? f'o it is not: Do we or do
we not believe in salvation by faith? It is how and when does faith in
Christ save. Let us be fair with those who differ with us: never misrepresenting any man in his religious convictions. I am frank to say to
you: If the world would listen to us as to what we believe on salvation by
faith instead of listening to those who do not know what we believe
or who pervert what we believe, you would at once see that we do
believe in salvation by faith in Christ and that we, of all religious people on earth, deny and renounce salvation by works or by merit. No
man can do enough work nor can he bring enough merit to save himself
from sin. All this comes about through our Lord because of our faith in
Him; a faith that takes Him at His word and does what He requests,
trusting Him for the blessings. It must be a faith that trusts, surrend ers,
and obeys the Lord. Remember this one thing: This same question came
up before James. They accused him of teaching salvation by works because he taught them their faith must obey the Lord before they could be
justified by faith; that it was not by faith only (James 2:24). They contra·
dieted James and taught that man was saved-justified-by
faith alone
without having to obey the commands of the Lord. That was exactly what
is now going on in the religious world. Churches of Christ have con tinued from Jame.s' day until now , everywhere
you have found them,
denying salvation
or justification
by faith only-before
and without
obedience just as did James here in James, chapter 2, verses 14 to th e
close.
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We Said to Be Saved?

Let me demonstrate
further the fact of salvation not being by faith
only. The Bible teaches we are saved by a number of things. But we
are not saved by any one thing alone to the exclusion of all other things .
For instance we read that we are saved by hope in Romans 8: 24; by
grace in Eph . 2: 8; by mercy in Titus 3: 5; by Christ's blood in I John
1: 7 and Rom. 5: 9; by the gospel in I Cor. 15: 1-4; by his word in Jam es
1 : 21; by preaching the gospel in I Cor. 1 : 21; by repentance
in II Cor .
7: 10; by calling on the name of the Lord in Rom. 10: 13; by works in
J ame.s 2: 24; by baptism in I Peter 3: 21. You are ready to ask, Brother
Harper, does it actually say baptism saves us? Yes, it does, just like
it said these others saved fe s. Listen to the apostle Peter as he .says in
I Peter 3: 21, "The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also n ow
save us." Now the Bible also teaches we are saved by faith (Gal. 3:27) .
Last, but not least of these, is the fact your Bible teaches we are saved
by obedience (Heb: 5:8,9). Here Paul declares that Christ "became the
author of salvation unto all them that obey him ."
Questions

0

Here we have some 12 things that we are said to be saved by; only
one of these is faith. Now shall we reach down and pick faith out from
all these other things and build us a theory on it that says we are saved
by faith only or shall we try to find the place of faith in this great array
of things by which we are said to be saved? Shall we .not try to find a
sensible explanation to the question of salvation by faith in Christ just
as we must find a sensible explanation as to how we are saved by hope;
by grace; by baptism; or by works and so on until we have found the
place that each must play in the salvation of man? Isn't it certain that
each of these must have a very vital place in man 's salva tion for the Bible
to just say that we are saved by each of them? If saved by each of them,
then somewhere in the scheme of redemption they must be placed and
that place we must find not to the exclusion of one single one of them.
Suppose I should declare that • man is saved by works alone because
the Bible says we are "justified by works and not by faith only ." What
would you say? If I were to .say you are saved by baptism only because
Peter said "baptism doth also now save us"? How would you react? Or
were I to say man is saved by hope alone to the exclusion of everything
else, what would you say? Just what does it mean when you say man
is .saved by each of these? It simply means that it takes them all to
constitute saving faith and without these no man can be saved. God's
grace and mercy provide the salvation for man; they make it poi;;sible.
The gospel of Christ is God's power unto salvation; it is that which explains how grace and mercy · are to be received . Faith · and obedience
are rnan' .s part in this scheme, for by a faith that obeys Christ, trusting
Hirn for all His . promised blessings , do we appropriate . to ourselv;s this
promise of salvation by the blood of Christ. The bl°-od. of Christ . is the ,
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cle a nsing fount a in a t whi ch all sins a re ,,·a s hed a way Lr a ll who, b f fa th ,
obey the Lord 's command in His Great Commission, which commission
is to every creature
in all the world (M a rk 16 : 15,16). Th e h op e of
re ceiving His promised blessings causes us to be "faithful unto death"
(Rev. 2 : 10). To leave either of these out, you bre a k th e ch a in. Salv ation is not by any one of these to the exclusion of the others. It is our
faith that leads us to do wh a t Christ says and when we reach heav en
it will not be because we have ea rn ed salvation, nor will it be becau se
we have merited it , but it will be because of our faith in God 's promises, which faith staggered not at His commands but brou ght us in to submission to His every request. He will ble s s su ch a faith and no oth e r
kind of faith will He accept.
Example _

May I give you an example of how a ll the se various things by
which we are saved work together to accomplish our sa lv a tion a nd y et ,
it cannot be by any one of them alone?
A farmer (and I should know this perfectly for I wa s r eared on a
farm at Enola, Arkansas) says to you , I ma de this crop with a team or
mules; to another man he says ; I made that crop with my boys; to a
third man he .says, I made this crop with a cultivator;
and to a fourth
man he says, I made this crop with a hoe. Thes e men meet a nd one
of them says, Do you know that Farmer Jones ma de a crop with a pa ir
of mules alone. The other man says, No, you are wrong, H e told me he
made it with his boys alone. The third man speaks up and says , You
men are wrong , he told me he inade it with a cultivator alone. Now the
fourth man says , You all three are wrong, he told me he made it with
a hoe alone. Do you see what was added? Each of them added on e little
word that turned Farmer Jones' statement into an untruth. Farmer Jone s
did , not add the word ·;alone " ; they added that . Do you s ee what th e
Now suppos e
addition of one l_ittle word can do to a man's statement?
they meet Farmer Jones a nd he says, "It wa s not by the mules a lone, "
what would you think of the first man who would ·c ontinue tellin g all he
saw , I know he did make it by the mules alone?° Now all of us can see
that the farmer told the truth but each of these men perverted his statement. He did make his crop with mules; with the cultiv a tor; with hi s
boys; and with a hoe; but not with either of them alone. I would add
now these words of James , paraphrasing
them , "Ye see now how th at
with my boys, with the cultivator, and with the hoe was thi s crop made
and not by the mules alone." This certainly does not eliminate the mules
but it does eliminate its being by them alone. Now James says, "Ye se e
then how that by works a man is justified and not by faith only." This
does not exclude faith, but it does exclude its being by faith · alone . It
was faith plus works said James that made faith perfect (Jame.s 2: 22). It
is by this perfect faith man is justified , says Jame s . Ma n has added one
little word here in the plan of salvation, just " as these men in the illustration added one little word . That word added is the same in ' ea ch
example; it is the word "alone" or "only. "
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Now , may I a sk you , what do you t hink of a m a n who will now
com~ and continue to declare salvation is by faith only after . Jam e s has
told us pl a inly it is not by faith onl y ? Yes, F a rmer Jones made the crop
with his mule .s, but not with the mules onJy. Yes, we are saved by faith,
but not by faith only. It is by an obedient faith ; one that does what
Christ has commanded 11s to do to be sa ve d. Christ said , "He that believ eth and is baptized shall be saved." Remember the verse I gave to
you in the very beginning, ,vhich v er se I asked you to remember?
It
was John 3: 36 where Christ .says , "He that believeth not the fon shall
not see life." Now , just who is it that refuses to believe the Sori? Who
is it that believeth not? The person who denies that man has to obey
the Lord's command to every creature in all the world (Mark 16: 15,16).
lie is the unbeliever. He is the man who beli eves not the Son. Two men
hear the Lord .say, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ''
(Mark 16:16). One man obeys Him ; the other refuses, telling the Lord
he does not have to obey Him in baptism to be saved. The Lord begins
to record the believer here. Which of these two men will He record as
the believer , the man who obeyed Him , or the man who refused to obey
his Master's commands? When He records the unbeliever here will He
record the man 's name who obeyed Him and was baptized, or will He
:record the man's name who said , Lord I do not have to obey you , and
:refuses to do what his Lord commanded? Now be honest with your soul
and tell me . Who te a ches salv a tion by faith, those of us who teach men
to obey their Lord , or those who say you do not have to obey these
commands of Christ? Now really, is it salvation by faith only-minus
nothing; plus nothing-or
is it by a faith which faith grows strong enough
to bring man to repentance, to the confession of Christ as God's Son , and
that will cause him to submit to our Master's commands in His Great
Commission to be baptized , which command is given to every creature
in all the world?
Conclusion
I conclude by readin g to you Paul's words on this subject . In Romans
1 : 5 he says, ';By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for h is name." Yes, it is to all nations . He says in chapter 16:26, " . . . made known to all nations for
the obedience of faith." We now conclude that we who teach salvation by
faith in Christ are those who tea ch th a t your fa ith must obey the coml:nand.s of God. It has to be this kind of faith! May the Lord bless you
is our prayer in His natne.
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To our tnany friends and listeners a cross the nation and you in
parts . of · the world where my voice is being heitrd, I bring you
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greetings
from the Highland Church of Christ here in Abilene, Texas ,
and from the thousands
who are kind enough to help us make thi s
program possible. We are happy to have you as our guests today and
trust you will enjoy listening so much that you will drop us a card and
let us have your personal comments concerning
the discussions
on this
most vital subject of "Salvation
by Faith in Christ ."
While in Sacramento,
California, in October, in a cooperative
pro gra m of the churches in that city, I heard Brother Willeford deliver a
wonderful sermon on this program, as I think he always does, on the
subject, "What Hinders Me from Being Baptized?"
As I continued
to
think of this I w as convinced that one reason for this i.s the confusion
over our subject under discussion in this series of lessons on "Salvatio'n
by Faith in Christ ." People are being caused to believe that salvatiort
is by faith only and that this faith does not include baptism. The reasort
therefore for many not being baptized is because they have been taught
from the cradle up that it is not essential;
that you are saved befot'e
a nd without it ; and to have to submit to baptism in water would be
denying the blood of Christ as the cleansing power; that It would be
salvation by works; that it would be water salvation;
and a multitude
of other acc usations made against obeying the Lord's own command
given with all power in heaven and on earth behind it (Matt. 28:18-20).
When one time it dawns upon us that the faith that saves is the faith
that obeys as I proved in a former lesson. then we shall cease to have
any more trouble in getting people to ohey their Lord.
Believe

on Christ

In this lesson on "Salvation by Faith in Christ After," I shall prove
to you that Christ blesses by faith but it is always by faith after that
faith has obeyed the Lord-never
before . But one is ready to ask me ,
Brother Harper, when a man believes on the Lord he is saved; righ t
then because the Lord, through Paul , In Acts 16: 31 told the Jailor to
"believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy
house." They suggest there is a difference in believing in Christ and
believing on Christ. One may believe in Christ and not be saved for this is
just historical faith in the fact that Christ is, but is not a personal , trusting faith, whereas to believe on Christ is to take Him as your personal
Savior, to trust Him for your personal salvation from sin. But this is
but a play on words , which play confuses the heare ·t's and distorts the
truth.
That this is true let us notice the golden text of your Bible , John
3: 16. It reads, "God so loved the world that he gave his only begottert
Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish , but have everlasting life." Again in John 11 : 26 Christ says, "And whosoever
liveth
a.nd believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?" Now I ask
you, do you believe that? Now salvation, everlasting life and the promise
we shall never die are one and the same promise in the final analysis
of things. In our trying to distinguish
betweert the kinds of faith and
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in that distinction
confusin g th e people, we make tragic statements.
Fo r instance, in the statement
"to believe in Christ .is but hist oric faith
and historic faith can't save you" we show we do not understand
what
faith is . All faith has to be historic in nature, for faith is the "evide nce
of things not seen," says the writer of Heb. 11: 1,2. Faith is the result
of evidence and that is historic faith . Let me give you an example of
historic faith bringing man to life. In John 20: 30,31 it reads, "A nd ma r y
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his dis cipl es which are
not written in this book: but these are written that ye might beli eve
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God , and that believing ye m ig ht
have life through his name. " Now here is a n uuansw erab l a argum€nt
that that which we call histori c faith brought man to Christ. Here w a s
a faith, the result of that which was written. That is historic faith.
But this historic faith is the faith that brought them to life through His
name. We may deny it, ridi cule it , or try to explain it away, bu t here
it is. Now the question is, How does historic faith bring man to Christ '/
When does it bring man to Christ'/ Is it by faith only, or is it by faith
after faith has evidenced itself in surr en der to Christ which surrender
de mands man's obedience to the commands of Christ? I suggest to you
it is always after faith obeys the Lord-never
before ! So w e see now
that all this confusion over whether a man believes in Christ or b elieves
on Christ is just so much wast ed arguments for they are th e same. The
reas on for trying to make a distinction is thi s: Th e Bible plainly teaches
that "without faith it j.s impossible to please God." It is a ment al impo ssib ility for man to be brought to repentance
without any fa ' th in God
an d Christ His Son . Paul says in Romans 2: 4, "O r despis€St thou the
riches of His goodness and forbearance
and Iongsuffering;
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to re pentance?"
Here the
goo dness of God is said to lead m a n to repentance. How can the goodness
It is impossible.
Reof God lead a man who is an infidel to repentance?
pentance is a fruit of faith in God and in Christ . Hence , faith will have
to come before repentance.
This wo uld make it not by fa ith only ; not
the very moment you believe , and that would of co urse de stroy a ll this
theory we hea r so much a bout , th at m an is save d the moment h e believes
comes b efo re faith, for his faith ha s to lead
in Christ, or that repentance
him to repent a nce . In II Cor. 7: 10 it says, "Godly sorrow work et h repentan ce ." But you can't have go dly .sorrow without faith in God. Hence
we would have this order : Faith producing godly sorrow in the he art ;
godly sorrow producing repentance
in the h eart; hen ce, two things her e
follow or grow out of faith before man can be saved by faith. But if
two t hings may follow faith before faith save ·s, then three things co uld
or four , and this would destroy the theory of salvation by faith only th e
moment one believes , and then that taught by church e s of Christ would
stand unanswer a ble; and that it does!
I know th e argument is made t h at just beli eving that Christ is the
Son of God is historical faith an d historical faith can't save . Now this
is made to justify the arg um ent that repentance
com es before faith ;
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it must be, say some , a saving faith and saving faith is a faith th at
trusts in Christ as our personal Savior. Yes, we have to have a savi ng
faith or a faith that brings us to salvation. Now watch how that pr cgre.sses: Man hears the gospel (Acts 18 : 8); hearing the gospel m an
believes this gospel which tells man of Christ as his personal Savior
(Luke 2: 10,11; Acts 18: 8); believing in this Christ as the Savior causes
man to repent of his sins (Acts 2:38); this penitent heart now brings
man to be baptized th a t he may be saved (Mark 16: 16). Now that
which began as historical faith in Christ as God's Son, the Savior of
man has not ceased , but has now grown to include repentance and baptism. It is the same faith that he b egan with; a historical faith, but
that historical
faith has grown; it has become stron ger; it has now
brought man to a complete surrender to Christ and h a s now r each ed
the point called by James in James 2: 22-24 a perfect faith , and salvation is the result; but it is the same faith man started with , now grown
to what we call a saving faith. All saving faith has to begin with historical faith, but that historical
faith grows into a saving faith. Ho, .v?
After it obeys the Lord-Never
before. This is what we need to see and
It is always by faith after faith obeys God. There is no exunderstand.
ception to this, my friends. So whether you believe in Christ. or b - lieve
on Christ, it is all one and the same thing.
Do you know why all this confusion over faith came about? Well,
it came about this way. When the theory that man is saved the moment
he believes in Christ was brought forth, we began to show this could
not be true because man has to love the Lord, has to repent of his sins,
has to confess his Lord if he is saved by faith, and to get man to do this ,
he would have to first believe in Christ as God's Son . Th en thfl argument was made that this is just historical faith and they meant saving
faith; not just believe in Christ but to believe on Christ; to trust Christ
for salvation, and the moment faith trusted Christ for salvation, th at
moment we were saved. We then began to press the question, How could
this be true if man had to repent of his sins? And there was born on
this earth the theory that repentance come.s befor e faith. Will you just
think of that statement for one moment? Repenting before you b elieve!
How would you go about getting an infidel to repent of his sins against
Christ before you make him believe in or on Christ, whichever way you
wish to say it? Go to an infidel and ask him to repent and see what he
tells you. In fact, such reasoning is one of the things that has contributed
to infidelity, for men know there is no such thing as repentance
before
To so argue does not com11liment
faith. It is a mental impossibility!
the religion of Christ; but rather turns men against the Bible for they
realize that no such thing can take place as repenting before you .b
lieve . Again it is salvation by faith after faith obeys God . It has to be
that way!
0 -

Trust

and Repentance-Their

SALVATION

ica1· faith but saving faith and that this trust in Christ comes before
baptism, which is the real cause of all th is tragic confusion over such
a .simple thing a s salvation by faith. Now if this be true , that man
is saved by faith the moment faith trusts Christ, then I shall show you
that man is saved before and without repentance. May I ask this question: What makes man repent of sins committed against Christ? Does
he not trust Christ before he repents? Does man repent without trusting
Christ? Isn't it an unanswerable
fact that man's trust in Christ as his
Savior is the one thing that causes him to repent? What would a repentance be without any trust , without any confidence in Christ? But, if man
is saved the moment his faith trusts Christ, then he is saved before and
without repentance , for it is his trusting faith in Christ and His promises
that causes man to repent of sins committ Ed against the Lord . Isn't it
s trange what man will do trying to evade the commands of the Lord in
the Great Commission, which commission is given to every creature in
,11 the world? My good people, repentance
is a fruit of faith; it grows
.iut of our trusting faith in Christ. Ask your infidel friend if he would
repent of .sins committed a gainst Christ until he believed in or on Christ
and trusted Christ to do what Christ had promised. If godly sorrow
produces repentance as Paul said in II Cor. 7: 10 then can't you See that
in this godly sorrow, which is not repentance
but which produces repentance , there has to be the element of trust, else it would never bring
If the "goodness of God leadeth to repentance "
that soul to repentance?
as stated by Paul in Romans 2 : 4, can't you see this goodness of God
has to creRte in the heart trust in Christ , confidence in Him, a reliance
upon Him, or it never could produce repentanc e in the heart? But , if
man is saved the moment he trusts, and if he trusts before he repeptsand this he has to do , and no man will deny-then
you would have by
this theory man being saved before and without repentance. Now this
is the a rgument that is made a bout baptism; it is argued that you are
saved before and without baptism , hecause you trust Christ before baptism. If the argument is sound it has to work ev erywhere alike. That
and confe.ss·
being true then it would as certainly eliminate repentance
ing Christ , for men do not repent until they first trust Christ. We must
therefore conclude that the argument
is without foundation
and that
'man is NOT saved by faith , the moment faith trusts Christ, for there
is but one reason for repenting and that is trusting faith in Christ and
Hi w promises. Again I ask, Will Christ accept a repentance that comes
from a heart that does not trust God? Now why not cease all this quibbling about salvation by faith only and find out how faith saves, and
when faith saves, and who it is that is saved by faith? It is a sensible
process and the principle, without exception, is that man is saved by
faith after faith obeys the commands of Christ upon which He promises
saivatio ·n.
£xamples

Relationship

Let us now take the expression that we are saved the moment our
faith trusts Christ as our personal Savior. This is said not to be histor-
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That you may see further into the fallacy of this suggestion made
we are not saved by faith in Christ but by believing on Christ, I
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now invite your attention
to John 12: 42 where it reads, "Nevertheless
among the chief rulers also many believed on him." Question just here:
Were these chief rulers saved'/ It says they believed on Him. Now does
"believe on .him" means tha:t man is saved? This is the argument made
on Acts 16 : 31. Listen to the rest of this same verse; it reads, "But
because of the Pharisees
they did not confess him, lest they be put out
of the synagogue:
for they loved the praise of men more than the praise
of God." Now here are some people that the ·Bible s :.iys believ Ed on Him .
They would not confess Him; they loved the praise of men more th;i,n
the praise of God. Were they saved? If the moment one belives on Christ
Ile is saved , then these were saved. But we know they were not saved
because Christ says in Matt. 10: 32, "Whosoey ·er therefore, shall confess
me before men, him will I also confess before my Father which · is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny
before my Father which is in heaven." Man has to confess his Lord.
These would not , yet it says they believed on Him. My friends, why not
try to find the truth on this great subject of salvation by faith instead
of trying to justify some theory, which theory contradicts
every known
rule of intelligent
explanation
of this most vital subject? You are not
saved by faith only . the moment you believe on Christ; if so , these chi ef
rulers were saved for they believed on Chr'.st. No, you are saved by
faith after your faith has obeyed the Lord , to do what He has commanded you to do to be saved . He said, "He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). Peter said, "Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins"
(Acts 2: 38). Hence, the believer who is saved is the believer who repents of his sins and is baptized for the remission of sins. I know this
is true for in verse 44 of Acts 2, those who were baptized for the remission of sins were called the believers and only those who wer e baptized
were called believers. It reads, "And all that believed had all things in
common" and the "all" here refers back to those in verse.s 38, 41, and 42,
every one of whom had been baptized for the remission
of sins. It is
always this way from the death of Christ until the close of the Bible.
Acts 26:28
In Acts 26: 27, Paul asked King Agrippa, "Believest thou the prophets?" Then Paul, not giving him time to answer said, "I know thou
believest."
King Agrippa said, "Almost thou persuadest
me to be a
Christian." Here is a man who believes and he is not a Christian. What
is the difference in the faith of the -chief rulers, the faith of Agrippa
and the faith
Acts 2: 44? All were said to believe, but only those in
in Acts 2: 44 were saved believers. The others were unsaved believers.
Answer this question and you have the difference in the faith that · saves
and the faith that damns . One obeyed the Lord; the others did not. Y es ,
it is by faith after faith obeys God's comrnands---'never
by faith only.
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Inside the Report for next month, there will be a new station log.
This will not be printed every month, but as it is deemed sufficient
changes have been made to warrant corrections.
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as possible
them. It is ,gincerely hoped that as many congregations
will select the station nearest them or that c:;tn be heard the best and
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as a permanent
feat ure in the weekly church bulletins.
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effective ways that an audience can be increased. With thousands
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bulletins carrying the message of where to find the program, there is
no way in which to estimate
how many may tune in as a result . Not
all members of the church know where to find the program as evidenced
by the number of requests received by us at Highland.
If you would like to have news of the broadcast
sent to you for the
weekly church bulletin, please let us know and we will place your name
on the mailing list.
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